June Partridge Zintz Memorial Library 

of the Western New York Genealogical Society, Inc.


Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y.

The Western New York Genealogical Society, through a bequest from June Partridge Zintz, is pleased to make available to the public the records of Buffalo’s Forest Lawn Cemetery. Please use this guide to make your research much easier, and reduce unnecessary wear to our films.

The Forest Lawn records fall into two categories: the Death Registers, and the Lot Registers.

The Death Registers begin about 11 September 1853 and run through 1998. Each death was recorded in chronological order. They were not alphabetized, but were sorted by the first letter of each surname. So, to find the death record of John Smith some time after the Civil War, one would turn to the death register covering the period 1865 to 1875, find the “S” section in that register, and scan through it until his name is found. 

You will find a great deal of information on each individual, but take special note of the Section and Lot on which he was buried. That will provide the key to a lot on which other members of his family may be buried unless he was buried in a single grave. 

The Death Registers, the years covered by each, and the film number on which each are to be found are as follows:

Death Registers
Register A: c11 Sept. 1853 - July 1868

Divided into sections for each letter of the alphabet; list of removals from North St Cemetery in 1901 are added to the end of every section of the alphabet and also inserted into the register by death date.

 
Duplicated in the next volume from Jan.1865 onwards.


“List of persons in Death Register that do not appear in Section Books” 


Register B: April 1865 - 30 Sept. 1875

“Parts of the records in this volume from 1865 to 1868 also shown in Volume A.” List of removals from North Street Cemetery added to end of each section of the alphabet and also inserted into register by death date.

Register C: Oct. 1875 - 15 April 1886

List of removals from North Street Cemetery added to end of each section of the alphabet and also inserted into register by death date.   

Register D: 15 April 1886 - 6 April 1894

List of removals from North Street Cemetery added to end of each section of the alphabet and into register by death date. 
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

Register E: 7 April 1894 - 31 Dec. 1902

All removals from North Street Cemetery at final closure listed under date of reburial in 1901

Register F: 1 Jan. 1903 – c.12 June 1914

Note: There is a blank page in the middle of the “L” section, after which the “L”s           continue.

Register G: c.17 June 1914 – c.27 Mar. 1923

Register H: 29 Mar. 1923 - 31 Dec. 1932 to surname “D”
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Register H: 29 Mar. 1923 - 31 Dec. 1932

High St. Cemetery: c1866 - 72, 1881

Cash graves 1 Jan. 1854 - 1856 pp 1-8

Ground & lots pp 9-10

Lots in High St. Cemetery: pp 12-18

Section map & lot owners “Old Section”:

Sections A-W,Y,X, AA-EE

Section map & lot owners 1-16, 18, 20, 25, 26, 28, 31, 33½, 20      
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Interments


   Note: These records include only the date, name of deceased, grave number & section, & remarks. (There are no ages, addresses, causes of death, etc.)

Interments 15 Dec. 1926 - 30 Jan. 1938

Interments 1 Feb. 1938 - 31 May 1947 (erroneously labeled Death 

Register H)

Interments 1 June 1947 - 31 Dec. 1957

Interments 1 Jan. 1958 – 31 Dec. 1969 (to Surname E)     
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Interments 1 Jan. 1958 – 31 Dec. 1969 Surnames “F-Z”

Interments 1 Jan. 1970 – 8 Aug. 1985

Interments 1985 – 1998 to Surname “C” – deaths listed in reverse


chronological order                
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Interments 1985 – 1998 Surnames “D – Z”        
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

The Lot Registers contain the name of each lot owner, the names and dates of all burials on that lot, and a diagram showing where each individual is buried on the lot. The Lots are designated by letters A through Y, AA through FF, and numbers 1 through 42 in these records. (Some single grave sections and a number of the most recent sections have not been filmed.) 

The appropriate Section and Lot designations obtained from the Death Register can be found in the Lot Register. Note the names and dates of all others buried on the lot and also the position of each burial. You will then be able to find the rest of the family in the Death Registers to obtain more information on them, and the position of the burials will help you determine the relationships between the individuals on the lot. (Spouses are most often buried next to each other, smaller coffins generally indicate children, etc.)

[Some of these will appear to be out of order, but the original registers contained several sections each, some of them out of order; they are listed as they appear on the microfilm.]

Lot Registers
Section A: pp 1 – 90, lots 1-65 ½     
Section B: pp 91 – 226, lots 1-51 ½     
Section C: pp 231 – 267, lots 1-32
      
Section D: pp 1-170, lots 1-153      
Section E: pp 171 – 204, lots 1-32        
Section F: pp 1-107, lots 1-52        






ML901

Section F: pp 60 – 107, lots 53-104

Section G: pp111 – 127

Section H:  lots 1-117   pp 131 – 277; pp 1 – 91



continued in ML903
Section I: pp 1 – 11

Section J: pp 21 – 78

Section K: pp 81-117

Section L: pp 121 – 183

Section M: pp 191 – 201

Single graves section M

Section N: pp 1 – 218, lots 38 and 39p 28, p 37, p 40



Note: Except for lots 38 & 39, this section appears to have 

       
been opened c.1941.     

Section O: pp 41 – 100, lots 1-26
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

Lot Registers (cont.)
Section O: pp 101 – 178, lots 26-63

Section P: pp 181 – 217

Section Q: pp 221 – 235

Section R: pp 241 – 258; pp 261 - 270

Section S: pp 1 – 164

Section T: pp 171 – 226

Section U: pp 231 – 246; 247 – 250

Section V: pp 251 – 269

Section H:  pp 1-91, lots 118-207                                                                 

Section W: pp 102 – 193

Section X: pp 201 – 290

Section Y: pp 194, 197 – 200                                  




ML903

Section AA: pp 1 – 119, lots 1-76

Section BB: pp 1 – 385, lots 0-233

Section CC: single graves pp 1 – 300                            
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Section DD: pp 1 – 227 + additions 

   

Lot 1: Church Charity Foundation 

    

Lot 2: Buffalo Orphan Asylum

    

Lots 3 & 5: Home for the Friendless

Section EE: pp 121 – 182, lots 1-62

    

Lots 1 & 2: Guard of Honor Society

Section FF: pp 1 – 266, lots 1-265                                  






Section GG has no burials in it
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Section 1: pp 1 – 288, lots 1-146

Section 2: pp 1 – 69, lots 1-56

Section 3: pp 72 – 116, lots 1-32

Section 4: pp 118 – 147, lots 1-27

Section 5: pp 148 – 158, lots 1-10; pp 242 –250 lots 11 – 19

Section 6: pp 160 – 168, lots 1-8

Section 7: pp 171 – 241, lots 1-40; lot A p 241

Section 7: lot C p 255; lot D p 256

Section 8: pp 1 – 124 lots 1 - 85                                        
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

Lot Registers (cont.)
Section 8: pp 125 – 230, lots 86 – 145

Section 8: part 2, pp 1 – 241, lots 146 – 339

Section 8: part 3, pp 1 – 132, lots 340 – 471

Section 9: pp 1 – 209, lots 1 – 209                           
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Section 9: pp 210 – 329, lots 210 – 360

Section 9: p 330, lot 1

Section 9 part 2: pp 1 – 124, lots 361 – 484

Section 9: duplicate pp 1 – 29, lots 332 – 360

Section 10: pp 1 – 340, lots 1 – 340

Section 10: pp 1 – 42, lots 341 –382                                
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Section 10: pp 43 – 45, lots 43 – 45

Section 10: pp 46 – 110, lots 386 – 450

Section 10 part 2: pp 111 – 244, lots 451 – 876

Section 10: pp 250 – 253, lots A – D

Section 10 part 3: pp 39 – 244, lots 671 – 876                  
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Section 10½: pp 1 – 230, lots 1 – 230

Section 10½ part 2: pp 1 – 272, lots 231 – 503

Section 11: pp 1 – 49, lots 1 – 49

Section 12: pp 50 –126, lots 1 –76  

    
(Lot 1: Buffalo Historical Society: includes Red Jacket)

Section 12: pp 140 – 240, lots 77 – 180                         
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Section 13: pp 128 – 238, lots 1 – 111

Section 14: pp ¼ - 300, lots 1 – 300

  
(Lot 1: G.A.R.)

Section 14 part 2: p 1 – 338, lots 301 – 638                   
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Section 14 part 3: pp 1 – 209, lots 639 – 1036

Section 15: p 10 – 104, lots 1 – 104

Section 16: pp 1 – 215, lots 1 – 215                                  
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Section 17: does not exist

Section 18: pp 1 – 401, lots 1 – 401

Section 19: Lot 1: Spanish War Veterans, pp 225, 388, 389

    
       Lot 2: American Legion pp 226 – 232

Section 20: pp 1 – 248, lots 1 – 248;

    

pp 1 – 62, lot 249 –310                                  
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

Lot Registers (cont.)
Section 20: pp 63 – 170, lots 311 – 418

Section 21: recent, not filmed

Section 22: contains no burials

Section 23: pp 230 – 249, lots 1 – 19; pp 253 – 261, lots 23 – 31
Section 23: 

Section 24: pp 217 – 223, lots 1 – 7

Section 25: pp 1 – 216, lots 1 – 220; lot 1 subdivisions 1 – 6, pp 262 – 267 

Section 26: pp 269 – 389, lots 351 – 471

Section 26: pp 1 – 220, lots 1 – 220                                     
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Section 26: pp 221 – 350, lots 221 - 350

Section 27: part 1: pp 1 – 401, lots 1 – 401

Section 27: part 2: pp 1 -125, lots 402 – 526                     
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Section 27: pp 126 – 352, lots 527 – 753

Section 28—books are empty

Section 29A: single graves through 1946, pp 1 – 3

Section 29B: pp 14 – 24; 

Section 29C: pp 49 – 54

Section 29D: pp 78 – 82

Section 29E: pp 93 – 94

Section 29F: pp 105 – 108

Section 29G: pp 117 – 121

Section 29H: pp 131 – 137

Section 29I: pp 165

Section 29J: pp 171 – 172

Section 29K: pp 179 – 181

Section 29L: pp 191 – 195

Section 29M: pp 205 – 209; pp228-9

Section 29N: pp 237 – 238

Section 29O: p 251

Section 29P: pp 263 – 266

Section 29Q: p 275

Section 29R: pp 281 – 284

Section 29S: pp 295 – 303

Section 29T: pp 327 – 329

Section 29U: p 341

Section 29V: p 347

Section 29W: pp 355 – 360

Section 29Y: p 388
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Forest Lawn Cemetery aka Buffalo City Cemetery, Buffalo, N.Y. (cont.)

Lot Registers (cont.)

Section 29Z: p 393










Reserve single graves: pp 394 – 411








Copy of original death register p 412 

Section 31: pp 1 – 71, lots 1 – 71; pp 1 – 310, lots 72 – 381

lots 1A – 1D, pp 312 – 315                                                     
ML916

Section 32: opened c.1959, not filmed 

Section 33: opened c.1970, not filmed 

Section 33½: pp 1 – 194, lots 1 – 194, lots 150 – 194 empty

Sections 34-38: relatively new, not filmed

Section 39A: single graves pp 1 – 2

Section 39B, pp 6 – 11

Section 39C: pp 18 – 22

Section 39D: pp 28 – 31

Section 39E: pp 34 – 35

Section 39F: pp 38 – 40

Section 39G: pp 44 – 46

Section 39H pp 50 – 55

Section 39I: p 60

Section 39J: pp 62 – 63

Section 39K: pp 66 – 68

Section 39L: pp 72 – 74

Section 39M: pp 78 – 82

Section 39N: p 90

Section 39O: p 92

Section 39P: pp 94 – 96

Section 39Q: p 100

Section 39R: pp 102 – 105

Section 39S: pp 110 – 117; 39T: pp 124 – 125

Section 39U: p 128

Section 39V: p 130

Section 39W: pp 132 – 136

Section 39X: p 144

Section 39Z: pp 146, 147 – 149

Section 40: single graves through c. 1946, pp 1 – 391; reserved graves, pp 387 – 398

Section 41: single graves through c 1946, pp 1 – 143; reserved graves pp 144 – 148

Section 42: single graves through c 1946, pp 1 – 392, reserved graves pp 394 – 404, pp 89 – 90, pp 303 – 307              
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Special Notes on Other Cemeteries in these Films:
These films also contain records from several other no longer existing Buffalo cemeteries, the so-called North Street Cemetery, the High Street Cemetery, and the Delaware and North Street Cemetery.

The North Street Cemetery was removed by the city in 1901 in order to make room for the new Armory and the present City Honors High School. The bodies were transferred to Forest Lawn, Prospect Lawn in Hamburg, Buffalo Cemetery at Pine Hill, etc. Previous to that date, bodies had been removed from time to time and reburied by their families elsewhere. The removals to Forest Lawn are recorded in several places in these records. They were recorded in the Death Registers at the time that they were moved, they were added to the earlier Death Registers depending on the year of death for each body removed, and they were added to the Lot Records when buried on family lots. The additions in the earlier Death Registers are a little difficult to read, so it is suggested that the Death Register during the period of removal be checked.

Delaware & North Street Cemetery                                                                       
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The Delaware and North St. Cemetery was a private venture begun on 1 January 1854 by the future founder of Forest Lawn. It appears to have failed at the end of 1856. The surviving records do not contain the names of any burials, but list the lot owners. These purchases are mostly marked “B.C.C.” (Buffalo City Cemetery, the corporate name for Forest Lawn) which indicates that their ownership was transferred to lots in the newer cemetery.

High Street Cemetery                                                                                             
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The High Street Cemetery was another failed venture. The surviving records contain no burial records. They cover the period of 1866-72 and 1881, and include the name of the owner, the lot number, and date of purchase. It is assumed that these too were transferred to lots in Forest Lawn.                                         

The former Franklin Square Cemetery 

Maps

Section maps & lot owners’ names, Sections A-W, Y, X, AA-EE,                      


       1-16, 18, 20, 25, 26, 28, 31, 33 ½
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